Research Goal

Sustainability Challenges of the Global Textile and Clothing Industry

Politics and governance are inherently important
for a transformation towards sustainability, but
still lack to be „at the center of research” in
sustainability science (Patterson et al. 2017,
p.3).
Therefore, the aim of this study is to contribute to
an improved understanding of transformative
policy-making for sustainability between conflict
and cooperation, using the textile sector as an
example.
Further, the goal is to create international policy
recommendations for the textile and clothing
industry by connecting producers, retailers,
consumers and other civil society actors along
the value chain to foster a systemic and holistic
transformation (Fletcher, 2009).

Research Focus

Research Gap

The focus of this study is the global textile and fashion industry and its complex
interrelations along the value chain (Wahl and Bull, 2014). Value chains have
global and local environmental and social impacts and need governance
approaches that go beyond politics of the state (Dingwerth & Pattberg, 2009;
Muthu, 2014).
Thus, international collaborations and arrangements between (sub-)political,
economic and civil society actors combined with rules and regulations need to be
implemented in order to create a broader transformation towards sustainable
industries (Dingwerth & Pattberg, 2009). Therefore, the specific focus of this
study lays on global governance and their polities, policies and politics for
transformative policy-making.
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